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EU scientific diasporas in the UK



EU scientific 
diaspora in the UK
➔ Professional networks

They have connections with major UK 
research and scientific institutions, 
companies, and funding bodies.

➔ Bilateral relationships
They have strong ties with their home 
countries, including academic and political 
institutions.

➔ Activities
For over 10 years, they have contributed to 
strengthening UK-EU research relations 
and brought together and defended the 
interests of EU researchers in the UK.



Science policy and 
advocacy

Monitoring of the UK and EU scientific 

and policy events, production of policy 
reports, advisory role to governments, 
and participation in advocacy 
campaigns.



Analysis of the effect of 
Brexit on the EU 
research diaspora 

Periodic surveys run across our 

members since 2016 to identify the 
impact that Brexit has / has had on their 
professional careers and personal lifes. 
The findings from these studies have 
been included in policy reports to advise 
the scientific authorities and stimulate 
public debate.



Scientific and 
networking events to 
enhance international 
collaborations

Bringing together researchers, 
companies, and academic institutions 
from the UK and the EU, as an 
approach to enhance international 
research collaborations and 
public-private partnerships. 



Mobility programmes 

Bilateral short research visits for UK 
and EU students, early career 
researchers, and senior academics that 
are still running despite the current 
difficulties for international mobility.



Science outreach

Outreach events to highlight the 
research carried out by EU researchers 

in the UK.

Scientific workshops grouping children 
and researchers with a common 
mother tongue, promoting scientific 
literacy, reducing inequalities, and 
fostering EU values and languages.



What do we offer 
our members?
➔ Networking opportunities

➔ Dissemination of their research

➔ Development of their skills

➔ Platform for developing projects

➔ Mentoring schemes

➔ Travel Grants

➔ Prizes and Awards

➔ Opportunity to shape policy



CONNecting European Communities Through 
Science in the UK

2-years collaboration project between the EU 
scientific diasporas in the UK to strengthen  EU-UK 
research collaborations

➔ Professional network

➔ Research on international 
collaborations and mobility

➔ Policy advice and advocacy

➔ Science outreach



Short term objectives
Create 
connections with 
EU and UK 
academic 
institutions

Increase the 
membership of 
our societies and 
support the 
establishment of 
other societies

Establish 
ourselves as key 
stakeholders for 
EU and UK 
institutions 



Medium term objectives
Enhance UK-EU 
scientific  
mobility and 
research 
collaborations 

Engage with the 
wider society, 
highlighting the 
value of the work 
of EU researchers 
in the UK

Produce policy 
reports on the 
situation of EU 
research diaspora 
and the effects of 
Brexit 



Work Plan*

2023 2024

December 2023
2nd Annual Meeting of the EU 

Scientific Diaspora in the UK

(Embassy of Spain)

15 January 2024

Official starting date of the project



Work Plan*

2023 2024

December 2023
2nd Annual Meeting of the EU 

Scientific Diaspora in the UK

(Embassy of Spain)

15 January 2024

Official starting date of the project

April 2024
Launch event

(London)

May 2024
EU Scientific Diaspora Meeting (internal)

EU Researchers Day in the UK

December 2024
3rd Annual Meeting of the EU 

Scientific Diaspora in the UK

October 2024
Webinar on research 

opportunities in the EU

September 2024
Outreach symposium

November 2024
Outreach symposium

*Provisional dates



● Meetings with stakeholders, funding bodies, and other 
societies with shared interests.

● Shadowing scheme for new EU researchers in the UK

● Pairing diplomats & researchers

● Report on the impact of Brexit on the EU research 
diaspora and international collaborations

● Science workshops for children in their mother tongue.

● Online outreach campaigns (videos, blog posts…)

Other activities Collaborations!
We are keen to 
explore possible 
collaboration with 
other associations 
and institutions!



Follow us and get in touch!

@CONNECTS_UK_

Dr Javier Pardo Díaz
eu.policy@sruk.org.uk

CONNECTS-UK is an initiative funded 
by the European Union through 
EuropeAID grant 174785/DH/ACT/GB

mailto:eu.policy@sruk.org.uk

