
1

Your favourite
Brussels, capital of the kingdom of Belgium is also the capital of Europe. 
A destination that’s easy to reach and reasonable prices that won’t strain
its visitors’ pockets, regardless of age.

This cosmopolitan city that loves good food lives life its way and expresses
itself in a style very much its own: sometimes rebellious and mischievous,
sometimes thoughtful and composed, but always very likeable.

Despite its European dimension and despite all the different languages
spoken on the corner of every street, Brussels is still inspired by a very
“village-like” spirit.

Of course, it’s well known for its Grand-Place/Grote Markt, its
Atomium, its Manneken-Pis, its Gueuze and its Kriek, its waffles and its
chocolates… (don’t miss them!). But, just one tip: take the time, too, 
to soak up the very special atmosphere of its many different districts.

Take a stroll to Rue Dansaert/straat, Halles Saint-Géry/St.-Gorikshallen
and Place Sainte-Catherine/St.-Katelijneplein. Head for Saint-Boniface/
St.-Bonifaas, Châtelain/Kastelein or Flagey… You’ll discover 
a Brussels that’s in the spirit of the times, a capital that’s relaxed and
comfortable, as much in its history as in its present-day reality. 
Very fashionable. Very designer. Very creative. 

In other words, to put it in a nutshell, just relish Brussels, 
a fine and beautiful city to explore and
discover…

All of Brussels, all for you.
In 120 pages, in a handy format for only
3.00 €, the Brussels “Guide and Map”
tells you everything you need to know:
monuments, museums, shopping, walks,
bars, restaurants, addresses, prices,
timetables and opening hours… 
An enlightened guide to a city that’s well
worth experiencing, by day and by night.

The “Guide and Map” is available from city centre

tourist offices.

Brussels. Expo 58.
The Atomium.

Designed to last only 
6 months, there it is, nearly 
50 years later, one of the top
sights in the world. 

Only fair to give it a bit of
restoration then, don’t you
think?

• 970 new metal panels
weighing 250 tonnes or 

9,000 m2 of gleaming stainless
steel.

• 52,000 m2 (or 5.2 ha) of
structural woodwork repainted
to current standards.

• 2,700 light spots to shine
brightly in the night (or 270 km
of wiring).

• 130 workers of all
nationalities for an
extraordinary construction site.

So, from 18th February 2006,
make a date at the foot of a
fully restored Atomium and
take its famous escalators (the
longest in the world!), which
will carry you, once again, to
survey Brussels from up high.

GUIDE AND MAP
www.brusselsinternational.be
Click on “OrganizeraBrochures”
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Your designers
Brussels the bold. With style and daring,

with great spirit. And although our fashion and
other designers have carved out a worldwide
reputation for themselves, nowhere do they
express themselves better than here, in the heart
of our town. Follow the 2006 “Fashion &
Design” trail. It covers any number of schools,
shops, studios and famous names to get
shopaholics dreaming, especially when they’re on
the lookout for originality. Olivier Strelli, Mieke
Cosijn, Dries Van Noten, Edouard Vermeulen,
Johanne Riss, Xavier Lust, Charles Kaisin, Alain
Berteau… And many more! Stitch by stitch, from
outline sketches to the finished articles, discover 
a Brussels that’s establishing itself as a European
benchmark in the field!

Brussels 2006?
So “Fashion & Design”!
Designers and designs, window
displays, fashion shows, events,…
Brussels moves to the beat of
fashion and design.
And the year 2006 is entirely
dedicated to them.
To take a look at the city’s styles
and trends, visit the site
www.modobruxellae.be

FASHION & DESIGN
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www.brusselsinternational.be
Click on “VisitoraDiscoveraAnnual themes”
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Brussels, your style. 
From Rue de Namur/Naamsestraat to
Place Flagey/plein, via Saint-
Jacques/St-Jacob and Saint-Géry/
St-Gorik, “The Fashionable Districts”
guide invites you to explore the shop
windows of world-renowned
designers. A trail to experience
Brussels your way. 

www.brusselsinternational.be

DISTRICTS

Your districts
Fancy a spot of bargain-hunting, hitting the

shops, just strolling around? From fashion to
other designers, from antique dealers to bric-à-
brac traders, from chic boutiques to very vintage
second-hand clothes shops, from restaurant-bars
to traditional brasseries, Brussels comes in eight
different and very individual districts. Everywhere
you look, you’ll find something to satisfy your
cravings. From the most sensible to the craziest.
And if, after scouring the 1001 possibilities that
our city streets offer you, you need to refresh your
memory a bit, it’s worth knowing that there’s no
lack of leafy green areas to enjoy in Brussels!
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Listen to Brussels.
Explore the Grand-
Place/Grote Markt in a
different way with “D*tours”,
an original concept of
synchronised walks.
For just 7.00 €, hire an MP3
player, an audio-guide that
will take you on a walk from
historical commentary to
colourful anecdotes, from
film extracts to atmospheric
soundtrack.
An experience well worth
having and really worth a
“d*tours”!

To hire your MP3 audio-guide, call at the Tourist Office on
the Grand-Place/Grote Markt.

www.brusselsinternational.be
Click on “VisitoraD*tours through 
the streets of Brussels” 

HISTORY

Your history 
At ease with the modern world, Brussels is

also a city that has carved its history in stone. Its
famous Grand-Place/Grote Markt, full of filigree
stonework, is a must. As beautiful by day as it is
by night, it’s a UNESCO world heritage site! Just
around the corner is the Galleries Saint-Hubert
arcade with its little shops: a fine example of
commercial architecture that has served as a
model for the whole of Europe. A little farther
along stands the Saints Michel and Gudule
Cathedral, where kings and queens, princes and
princesses have been joined together in holy
matrimony. But history doesn’t end at these few
great buildings: Brussels has many more things to
tell you too!



Your heritage
1893. Victor Horta drew the revolutionary

plans for the Tassel building. And Art Nouveau
was born. Swirls of cast iron, ironwork and glass
in sweeping curves and light.  Architecture, gold-
work and silverware, cabinet-making, jewellery and
painting acquired a previously untapped potential
for movement and life. Brussels sparkled, brought
to life by this new spirit that went on to make a
strong impression on the whole of Europe. Like to
find out more about this artistic form of
expression that left its mark more or less all over
our city? Then make a date at the Horta Museum,
the home and studio of the pioneering architect:
this is where it all began.

ART NOUVEAU
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Art Nouveau Brussels: on foot or by bike?
Horta, Hankar, Strauven, Cauchie, Van Rijsselberghe,
Blérot … And many more! All in all, more than 
500 Art Nouveau buildings to see or visit on 
5 different itineraries. To take a tour of them, all you
need is a little time, a pair of comfy shoes or a bicycle
and, above all, the “Living Art Nouveau” guide in your
pocket.

Available from city centre tourist offices for 3.00 €

www.brussels-art-nouveau.be
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Your heroes
Oh my Smurf ! Brussels also talks the

language of speech bubbles! There’s a trace of
Tintin and of Gaston Lagaffe more or less
everywhere in the air. Schuiten and his ‘pure
fiction’ ideas are all the rage. And while Lucky
Luke and Buck Danny gallop and fly from one
adventure to the next, Blake and Mortimer
pursue their investigations. So, comic strip fans
from 7 to 77, make a date now at the Belgian
centre for comic strip art. Because, don’t forget,
Brussels is also the world capital of the speech
bubble!

Brussels “in 20-four
time”
Trendy window displays,
unusual visits and tours,
techno clubs, lounge
bars, trendy restaurants,
nice places to stay,… 
No need to scour Europe
in order to have fun and
feel good. It’s all here.
And when it comes to
organisation, “Young
Brussels” will be able to
tell you all about the day
or night out of your
dreams. 

www.brusselsinternational.be

YOUTH ACCOMMODATION
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Brussels, yours to
devour
A “croquettes-crevettes”
(prawn croquette) or
Michelin-starred dinner?
An American-style fillet
steak or a more
sophisticated dish? 
From little snacks to 
the finest restaurants,
Brussels’ gourmet menu
is spread out before you
in the “Gourmet Guide”.

Your sweet tooth
Yum, yum… Those famous Belgian

chocolates! ‘Manons’ (handmade chocolates) or
‘ganaches’ (chocolate creams)? Praline, marzipan 
or nougatine? Hazelnut filling or topped with a
walnut? Delicately flavoured with thyme, ginger,
violet or jasmine?… Our designer-chocolate-
makers, with their wonderful window displays, are
past masters in the art of temptation. Go on, yield
and succumb to what we call a “ballotin” (little
box) of individual filled chocolates. A gourmet
discovery, to be experienced here like nowhere else.

Available from city centre tourist offices for 2.00 €

www.brusselsinternational.be
Click on “VisitoraEataRestaurant”

GOURMET
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Yours to discover
A family day out? Head for the

Heysel/Heizel plateau! An unobstructed view over
Brussels, past and present, from the top of the 9th
Atomium sphere. A sidereal view of the world
from the heart of the Planetarium. All eyes on
Europe and its sights, in very small scale, but
wonderfully reproduced on the Mini-Europe site.
Fancy watching a film? Kinépolis. A swim in
tropical waters? Océade. A more “sporty” tour?
The King Baudouin stadium is opened up for you,
from tracks to behind the scenes, from
unforgettable matches to memorable concerts. 
A day of “discovery” for a different view of
Brussels. 

www.brusselsinternational.be
Click on “VisitoraE-shop”

A book of 10 tickets, 17.00 €.
Brussels’ attractions and
museums are offering you up
to 35% reduction on
admission to all the capital’s
essential sights. 
A perfect package for a
family-style day of discovery. 

DISCOVER


